NTRAK has its origins back in the mid 70’s when the first modules were displayed in California by one of its founders Jim FitzGerald.

The specifications for NTRAK modules were designed so that any builder, anywhere in the world, could build a module, bring it to a train show, and know it would operate with others.

N Scale was chosen due in part to its small size but also for the ability to run long trains through big sweeping curves and provide a more prototypical-looking scene. N Scale takes up less space than HO, however more space can be used to provide a better overall appearance by what we call “scenery to track ratio”.

In the first ten years well over 400 modules were built to NTRAK specifications across the United States and Canada. There are now active NTRAK clubs right across the world including Australia.

MELB N TRAK was formed in 1988 following a discussion between 6 guys who all shared a common interest, running long passenger and freight trains following American practices from the mid 1940’s until the present day.

Today you will see modules belonging to several members, along with those owned by the club such is the diversity and flexibility of NTRAK. Each module must conform to several criteria with regards track centres, length, width and layout height. Scenery is left up to the modeller and can represent whatever they choose. Some will make modules with similar scenes to give a wider overall effect, whilst others will construct modules that will be entirely different from one another.

The club is now also promoting TTRAK. This is a much smaller modular system aimed at those that do not have sufficient space or, for those parents wanting to take the next step from THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE and build a small N Scale layout for their children.

The idea for TTRAK started in Japan when Lee FitzGerald saw what the Japanese could do on a layout built with modules the size of a sheet of A4 paper. Today TTRAK has spread across many countries and is even being used in scout groups to help the scouts obtain badges.

If you would like to know more about;


Melb N Trak Model Railway Club,

NTRAK,

TTRAK,

Then please visit our web site:
http:// melbntrak.com

Thank you for stopping to view our layout. 

Happy Model Railroading

